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ITALIAN 


Bom in italy, May lith, 1902, gS ner was @ 
barber and the father of six children,four boys end two 
girls. He could barely make a living for the family at 
his trade so the children were obliged to go out and 
find work while they were still quite JOUNG) set this 
bey earned what he could by shining shoes, He carried 
his brushes ake polish in a small box wherever he went 
and his patrons were obliged to stand with one foot on 
his small box while he eleaned and polished their shoes. 
In this way he earned a few cents each day and this re 
turned over to his parents. He had an uncie living in 
San Pranciseo who offered to send him enough money to 
pay his fare and expenses to Califormia. He consult~ 
ed his parents and got their permission to leave his 
home and come to America, Ee arrived in New York, 
April, 1919 and immediately came on to San Francisco 
and joined his uncle who was engaged in a shoe repair 
business, His wuncie gave him his first job. This was 
delivering shoes that had been repaired to shoe stores 
where the work had been obteined. He did this work for 
over one year, ami at the same time learmed what English 
he could, the salesman were always joking with him,as 


he was very good natured and in this way he soon learned 


ss to speak quite well. arly in 1920 one of the stores 


Hash 


. Ae set satel iy ; Wie 
Pe PCC a a By Ba nfisee vised pe, 
= Mires Bae Paso Sa Eh ae Eee ee as pr a 


~ 


iar we ae °° feig2 td: OS, TGR, pete 
“Eo pel ee eee rere ie ne % Aa ee 


O75 wena} Gna er 
Seas Shh pa diye ere ee 
hy ae Sao :4 as Sy a Ree aie ; 
eh “Ea ELE ES ot ea a ene kee: Ps 
7 ee sete we. ee SOs, OR Sees ae. ya Rae an 
: re. <a ~ me Sal : ve ee 


“es 5, he ae: ; ae, Tiina svg oP Sere aM ice See 
; oT 4 w 4 : 5 yd. . ie a oe << “~ 2 My ; 
ae é F F & B 4 =! 4 ie Sa ae it a hee 
- 4 
—s : SY aye ; ve OS i ey vgs ix ‘ aoe, 
ig * hee oe aos SES. TAS O neeae eS ie oe a * 
‘ at k 4 


a= fp BAG ote 


where he delivered the repair work for his uncle, put in 
a shine stend end he was offered the job,ead the was to 
receive a certein guarantee and a liberal commission 

if be built up a profitable business, and it wasn't long 
before he proved himseir to be an excellent bootbiack. 
He was earning what he considered very good money, and 
early in the fall of 1920 he was offered a job assisting 
the janitor in this store. This he did after closing 
hours which made it convenient for him to lmndie both 
jobs; ail during this time he was saving money end in 
1921 he married a girl from his native land and she 
proved to be just as thrifty as he, so in 1922 they had 
enough money saved to make a down payment on a flat on 
Jackson Street in Sa Prencisco. They bought the fiat 
and furnished half of it for themselves and rented the 
other helf unfurnished. In this way it was easy for 
them to mke their psyments on the flat and they were 
also able to save some money besides, 

He worked for nine years in this store, then 
suddeniy decided to open a shee shining and shoe dyeing 
tusiness for himself, At first tris venture didn't 
prove so profitable as he anticipated it would , but after 
stieking with at and not eaming much for over a year, 
he finally worked up a nice little business and he still 
has it and is earning a living. He thinks, however, that 
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he would have been better off to mve stayed with the 
store where he had worked so long. They now have their 
flat paid for and have two nice children that are going 
to school and some day he hopes to take a trip to his 
native lend. He has taken out his citizenship papers 
and has no desire to live any place other than San 
Francisco. 
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| Subject: Angelo F. 
Nationality: - ‘Ttalian 
Age: 58 


Condition: retired store owner 


Status: middle-class of Italien colony 


au History Angelo F. was born of fairly poor but apparently 
ony respectable parents in the summer of 1876, near Naples. 


His father was a successful truck gardener and owned 
his own farms and buildings, employing several helpers. 
(Probably an over-statement for prestige of Angelo - but 
father appears to have been more an employer than employee.) 


His mother was a southern Italian and he described her 
as short,dark, and very beautiful. His father was also of 
the southern Italian type. 


Angelo was the fifth son tobe born, his tae dying 
shortly after his birth. 


He lived on the eras! farm until about seventeen, 
working with the hired laborers and learning the job. His 
brothers, with one exception - one ran away to join the 
army later - worked with than. 


When he was seventeen he moved into Naples and into the 
family of an uncle for whom he was named. This man ran a 
vegetable and fruit stall in the city ad Angelo worked 
here for about ten years. Duringthis period he served his 
ki . term in the Italian army. When he retumed from service 
; he married and moved to a separate establishment though still 
working for his uncle. (Was unable to find out whether this 
was a real 'store' or just a stand). 


un Two of his older brothers had come to America before 1900 
and when his father died in 1904 he decided t o come, but it : 
was not until 1907 that he and his wife and two children - 
Mo youngest a girl, oldep a boy - sailed from Naples to New 
eh York to join his brothers and their family. He was now 
Pha 31 years old, his wife 27. 


Apparently they mtered tusimss with relatives or friends 
in or near New York City (very vague about this period) but 
had a very difficult time. friends (he apparently has an 
- unlimited number) urged him to California and about 1910 he 
: nd ‘ore brother » unmarried, came to Sacramento and lived i 
They worked for an Italian vegetable firm, hy 

various kinds sie ee from tes haes ty 
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In 1911 (age 35) he and his family - his daughter having 

died but another son being born - moved to South San Francisco 

and lived with friends in the truck gardening business. He did 
actual laborers work during this period and was successful at 

it for in 1918 - not being involved during the war - he and another 
Italian opened a fruit stall ina little shopping district near 
Daly City. This business grew and expanded until about 1927, 
when his sons, who had been working with him, took over the business 
and he = age 49 - retired. 


Pee" He dosent work now, and has been in poor health md eye- 
eal sight for several years. He is very voluble and very amusing. 


Former Status: Lower middle class store owner in Italy, son of 
, | middle class enployer. 


i Apparently prosperously settled, accordingto Italian 
oh, standards. 


Present Status: Retired on goo business; very comfortably settled. 


His sans are married and he lives with one of them. 
His wife died during some influenza epidemic (19217). Both 
? ; sons are ruming the business. His father died many years 
" ago.e One brother was killed in the war, one remained in Italy 
B) and he dosent hear from him, of the two that came to U.S. one 
and family remined in New York and are ‘doing well', one died 
a few years ago leaving no family. 


i Education: Received the minimum of public school education but 
being very smart picked up a good deal when inthe army, etc. 


4 Can read Italian haltingly and write it; speaks: very 
1 broken English but very quick to understand it - does not 
he write it now as eyes too bad , but apparently in the past he 


could do fairly good writing. 


Attitudes: Talks a great deal of this ‘wonerful country'; much prefers 

it to Italy but is qick to defend any of his former countries 
DS customs, institutions or political doings. He considers Italians 
a, : much cleverer than we give them credit for - as smart as Kmericans 
according to him. Still lives on Italien food only, imported kinds. 
Used to take Neapolitan papers but no longer - reads slowly the 


if local Italian papers - much interested in politics. 
1h] 
Ns Was more or less unaffected by the depression as his business 
ae continued well and he was retired. Has very little to say about it. 
By Never a church member or attender, goes only on important 
a moments in life. Respects it highly, hovever, has only good to say 
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Bianco is a Venetian by birth, porn as he was in that 
most unique and colorful city in the world, Venice. His home was. 
on a small farm on the outskirts of the city, here, along with his 
two brothers and two sisters, he spent his early years, attending 
school in the nearby city. Bianco described to me the outstanding 
physical aspects of the city, namely the fact that it is built on 
islands with narrow streets of water; the citizens getting around the 
town by means of gondolas and also by the numerous bridges, the out- 
standing one, which as you know is * THE RIALTO ") immortalized by 
Shakespeare in his " MERCHANT OF VENIGE ", 

After his twelve years of schooling which is provided by the 
government, Bianco entéréd into the Italian army during the World War, 
terminating his period of ‘service apparently unscathed, 

It was in nineteen- hundred and twenty that Bianco came: to 
the United States on a visit to an uncle in Se Teun yes Missouri. After 
having spent a year in this locality and liking it so well here,he de- 


cided to remain longer as a result of which he has continued to reside 


in this country and is now a citizen. In nineteen- twenty= one he came 


to California, locating in Contra Costa County with relatives. 
Bianco's experiences have been diversified Since arriving in 
our midst, having served an enlistment period in the Marine Corps at 


Quantico, Virginia, three years active service and four years in the 


reserve corps. Although he has many relatives in the United States now, 


his brothers and sisters still live in ened aan although his father ----= 7 
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"I peeka up. shovela tre I puta heem here. Coma Pete. ' He 
yee Peers mya shovela dirt, he laya heem there. Bossa coma. Hesa say: 'Jack, 
bringa dirta backa here.’ We puta dirta backa where I geta heem. Thata 
waya alla day. Youa worka harda lika hell. Youa dua noth." 
| Thusly Jack Sebastiani, SERA worker at Lake Merced, describes his 
daily toil as a common fiecen! Jack and his friend Pete, have been 
working on this paoteok lanranal months. Both got"fed upon the job a short 
time ago, so they agree between themselves to get a better one. How would 
they do it? Ah! Pete has a brillian idea one night after returning home 
from his day of slavery. He can hardly wait until he has had his spaghetti 
and wine, to rush over to Jack's house and tell him about it. After a 
hurried repast We "hot-foots" it to ne home +o unfold the visualized 
Promotion plan. ; 
Seated at Jack's kitchen this. hat on Be head, a glass of wine in 
one hand and beams of elation in his eyes, he waxes enthusiastic. 
Aes Now, Jack, isn't there Mayor Rossi? Isn't there Supervisor Ratto? 
Isn't there Supervisor Bop Ae All in key positions, eh, Jack, and 
all good Italians. What's to prevent you and me from going to these 
officials and demanding better jobs? Nothing. Aren't we Italians also? 
. een cowe na work. A good day to see these birds and get all fixed up 
meee. for the big “money. | 
Bright and early the next morning the two set out. At the City Hall a 


_» they find Mayor Rossi as elusive as the wisest politician. They can't a i 


even get in to see the Mayor--his secretary stops them. : 


puny right, Cnet tt see Roncovieri. Sure, neti go into action 
“quiekiy: They corner him on the fourth floor ana tearfully lay their 


rlevance before him. He listens pupabustical with sadness on his. 
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have ‘fini shea nb tells them he 46 very, very 


what can he do? He? 's only a supervisor and not in the best _ dl 


Pe el dey 


ces with the powers behind the SERA. An He has a bright thought. 


5 1 Ratto. He! Ss an ‘Italian and seems able to get what he wants. Go 
him and tell him Roneoviers, sent you. You say the Mayor wouldn't see 
Too bad, but you imow wae Mayor is a very busy man. ~ | 
Byes and Pete learn Ratto is confined at his home with a dangerously 
eld and will not be at the City Hall that day. Would that stop them? 
‘on your life. ‘They look up his home address, grab a street car and 
"they go for a solmn conference at the eS eemenayd of the ailing supervisor. 
“Arrived at his noe the two debate a PatNag of approach to the sick 
icial. He might be terribly ill--maybe in bed on the verge of death. 
Iking softly the two approach the door. Pete screws up his courage 
ough to touch the bell once ae lightly. They hear footsteps 
proaching. Each stands hat in hand, head slightly bowed out of respect 


the: Deore) ill. The door knob turns. The door suddenly opens, 


waning ambi tions eens him, eee listened va, due solmnity. "When ) 
ete | 
ey had finished tears welled his eyes, and he placed a hand over ‘his 

ing heart as he told them he was helpless to aid them, Was he not a. 


supervisor without the pipette: of long public service? Who would — 4 


mi has a happy See His heart grows cheerful; a smile 
en course he could help them, They 
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An 


Report by Isom Shepard, 
So a | 962 McAllister Street, 
et a For November 6, 1934. 


: As a politician the Italian is excelled only by the 
Irish. He is suttle and astute. That's why the average Italian 
cannot understand the recent defeat of Chauncey Tromutolo in’ the 
Fourth district by Florence Kahn. 
| Ask him and he will tell you that in this district alone there 
are 20,000 xm Italian votes compared with 5,000 Jewish votes. When they 
speak of Italian votes they refer both to those born in Italy and those 
of Italian extraction born in the United States. 
What they can't understand is that up to about ten years ago 
the percentage of Catholics in this district was of voting age was 
54 to 46. Now the Protestants and Catholics are about fifty-fifty. 
Before they had banked largely on the Catholic as well as Italian vote 
to win, They have always been able to elect several members to the 
Board of Supervisors. 
Pune ite makes a racket of politics, just as other nationalities 
do, so when they lost Malateste for supervisor three years ago, they 
will tell you, it opened their eyes. When Tromutolo got into the ; 
race this year they had gathered all their forces and swung them behind ¥ 
ao His defeat they can't understand. | ,. 
An Italian will not believe Mayor Rossi asked Governor Merriam 
to call out the Malitia in the recent longshoremen's strike, despite 
Ae the fact that equervisor Gallagher has sprung official ao auhen Ye to 
prove natine did. There are hundreds of Italians working on the 
waterfront as stevedores and they are strong union men. Tell one of them 
a the Mayor asked for the soldiers eal get a shrug of the shoulders 
and a look of contempt. 


‘Tell the Italian you mee( casually that Tromutolo cut off his om 


a a ; 
1 Ty a 


} 


Ny Ne ihe 
as ae 


Ae 


7 ue 


Pee Wi ae TO ea ey ay Roe 
eG AOD eae te eR A Oe Parnes Gh Sea esta ae i BE i) Uae i 
pes ; = \ Ky f Te 1 ‘ {3 \ uh \ futons ik Hi Osi Mh Bek a ee 
RGA Cts ce UNE dors Qs ciel i gulae PRR Bhek 
‘ate an” < Won Rides Ye ye G7 ¥ eH) A ' ¥, at th el te: 
| Sat SERA A) 
nar Nehupcay way Weare aN ya ne 
Pl DMR DRT rR lar 8 hs Ta eM eo tee eT 
iy Kar tol aap ‘ hae Ahan ; A inh} Printer’ Nee: 
Wie yey aan Ae ae Hop aA Na at ie Rent hc i; we 
GANAS toR nae ' d f aS Lin Ni ‘ ¥ Ns ay ke $ aan ay a \ dee fi 
f ,! ¥ y a, Nal Nip 
f SD diets f' RE eas 
4 yy : Ta * { . 
| HY r a ) mn he Ny My af \ ‘hy, hie i, i x, Vii , 
Wiper ri ay i \ ibd uN ud eet 4; uy i af nity ti Ny if % ‘i Uh Be xi Berl My 
itt ‘ a3 . / m ‘ i t) doe) ha eh wd . * 
, ah a Or a My Waa MOR Nth MLM aeda a NM 
ro vnnan ih AT Pint PRN PLC MMe EMO ghar. Wen Bae D eNom UL ce finn ott ; pe icy aN Bae a Lo : 
He yh dal aes ; Vs ; Mt J ; ee f A f v Matt ; Wy com hal ANG ©, , * i. biel) yay Anta wi 
emo an |? { ¢ 2 Rtn ae! pee A's Fis eth) : , RSS 4 ante ae OT, 
Alas J 4 5 Pee Tul: , 2 qj "y ; A vey Fe iy sw Ms C39) 
it Lo \) avis A Next a ae : ab iey ; wh A ae akan NXE tate reer ih i 
Baa! ea NA he Grae ad aR DAR: Hho ANE A OHA RT 
q ‘ : 4 : : Raa Nan fir et : f tae om 
LAltetwni he " Ay Vie Mee Mies # cy A ye NR HUE coe i 
ny BE Se La SES SENT L SUR Man mt i At ee 
tide! ‘3, ; és , “y ne : H “\ e A Wy b. Rhy ‘ 
} 1 ‘ f pany, ian a ves Laan ; UR ronal? Ee 
HOM DS ety Gh cee TSS SU! ee Aaa aaa NE 
Na Tha a it Tete i a 
EBC ANE. 
‘- bch ‘G PUe Ley ba Det $2 ve 
his ae in ‘ % Efe “i: 


We 
i" 


Rigi tee 


i ; Wa tt ny) 
; : oy Wy tc ee 
SI a eu ren cups a 
ee Pasay F (i calinh 
Peon Out | piss eu el 


yy f 


eae gh hi. 


cise a ‘: Wy a 
Ay ees acid y 


_oot > Page--2--Shepara 
if Italians in Politics 


political head when he came out against Upton Sinclair for governor 
and he just can't believe it, although nearly every Sinclair man in the 
district made up his mind to knife Tromutolo the minute he issued the 
statement that he was against Sinclair, 

Now returns A.P.Giannini from the east and issues a statement that 
there is something wrong with the economic system when a man like 
Sinclair Can pgll nearly a million votes, and blames the depression on 
Wakt the financial vultures of Wall Street who have lived from the 
blood of the people of the entire nation. Foil the average Italian 
this, show him Giannini's statement in the newspapers, and he will 
admit it must be so because another Italian has said so. 

But they are now girding their armor for the big drive next year 
to re-elect Mayor Rossi. 

"Hesa friend," they will tell you. "Hesa be elected," 
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